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By carefully reading the summer reading drama and completing this packet over the summer, which you need to bring to class on the first day of school, you will be prepared to discuss the play in the fall, to take a summer reading quiz and to write an in-class essay using your book and packet as the basis for your responses. As you read the play in preparation for the unit, you will first need to understand some of the basic elements of the play. 
SECTION 1
	Title: 
Author: 
Translator: 
Date of Original Publication: 
Genre: 

	Setting (location, era, culture, atmosphere) :



SECTION 2: The Play’s Purpose

Instructions:
Read the introduction to Oedipus the King by Bernard Knox. What is it that we, a modern audience, can learn from reading and studying the ancient Greek Dramas. How might this play be relevant to the modern person?
Instructions: 

Summarize the story of Oedipus and the Sphinx.
	Dramatic Plot:  In ten sentences, summarize the drama’s basic plot.

	1. 


	2.


	3. 


	4. 


	5. 


	6. 


	7. 


	8. 


	9. 


	10. 



SECTION 3
SECTION 4:

Key Characters:  Name the most important 4 characters in the play, describe each character using 3 adjectives (none of which describes a physical trait), and provide concrete details (quotations and page numbers) to support your choices.
	Character
	Adjectives
	Concrete Details
	Page

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


SECTION 5

Dramatic Irony 

Identify three examples of dramatic irony throughout the play and explain their possible significance. Cite the character and line numbers. 
	Example
	Explanation:

	
	Explanation:

	
	Explanation


SECTION 6: Instructions:

Discuss the following question in detail.  Does prophecy allow for the existence of free-will? You do NOT need to double space.
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