Name__________________________
Middle School Summer Reading Packet

 GRADE 8
The Ransom of Mercy Carter

by Caroline Cooney

Throughout summer vacation, read your required novel and complete this assignment, which is intended to guide your reading and focus your thoughts. This assignment will be due in your Language Arts class on the first day of school. 
By carefully completing this assignment over the summer, you will be prepared to discuss the story in the fall and to write an in-class essay. 

In order to successfully complete this assignment, you must understand the following concepts:
CHALLENGE A challenge can be considered a test of one's abilities or resources in some sort of demanding situation.  Most good stories involve challenges that characters must face and attempt to overcome. Through challenges characters grow, typically gaining new knowledge and perspective by the end of their journey. 

CHARACTER TRAITS A trait may be one word that a reader could use to describe the personality of a character. For example, a character may be considered courageous, disciplined, or curious. A reader can identify a character’s trait(s) through what the character says or does. Character traits are not feelings.
Part A: Anticipation Guide


At the beginning of your 8th grade year, you will explore the concept of heroism. Read the following statements. Mark each blank with either an A if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree with the statement. Go with your first instinct and try not to linger on your decisions. 

	1.
	                         
	All heroes are brave.


	2.
	                         
	Heroes are created by the events around them.


	3.
	                         
	You cannot fail and still be considered a hero.


	4.
	                         
	In order to be a true hero, a person would have to risk his or her life.


	5.
	                         
	Real-life heroes are not like the heroes we read about in books or watch in movies.


	6.
	                         
	If you perform one heroic deed, then you are a hero.



What is your definition of heroism?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part B: Dialectical Journal 
As you read, thoughtfully complete the dialectical journal below.
	Text (#).
	Character Trait
	Interpretation

	Cite eight specific examples of challenges faced by a variety of characters. Include page numbers.
	
	Explain how the quote demonstrates the character trait. What does it establish about the character?

	Example: “Mercy hoisted Daniel and Marah one on each hip, and climbed on, feet sideways in the snow to get a purchase on the slippery tilt. At the top of the hill, she set them down. Her knees were trembling and her ankles hurt from being skewed around” (30).

	selflessness
	Mercy is clearly in a perilous situation and most people faced with this challenge would only worry about themselves and their own survival. However, Mercy does not hesitate to take full responsibility for two helpless children, despite the extra burden this places on her during the trek to Canada.

	1. 
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	

	6.
	
	

	7.
	
	

	8.
	
	


Part C: Written Responses
Directions: Using your own paper, respond thoughtfully to both prompts below. Your work should be typed or written neatly in ink. Please attach your responses to this packet.   

Expository Prompt: Several of the characters in The Ransom of Mercy Carter experience significant challenges. How can facing challenges relate to heroism? Begin with a strong topic sentence that states your answer to the prompt. Then, support your topic sentence with evidence from the text and thoughtful commentary. Use your dialectical journal to shape your response. 

Narrative Prompt: Describe a time in your life when you faced a significant challenge and include some reflection about which trait(s) within yourself made it possible for you to overcome your challenge.

