Summer Reading Assignment



Name___________________________

11th Grade AP Language and American Literature

If you are taking the Non-AP 11th Grade Course, please complete the assignment for Into the Wild
Their Eyes Were Watching God
In addition to completing the summer reading packet for The Great Gatsby (found on Bellevue District website – http://www.bsd405.org), be prepared to discuss these questions on the first day of class.  Use these questions to guide your reading.


In order to facilitate your discussion on the first day, you will need to keep a dialectical journal of your reading of Their Eyes Were Watching God.  This means that you should be reading WITH PEN IN HAND.  You will be required to fill in 10 entries in the journal by the end of the novel, one entry written every two chapters, each of these being about a half-page of writing.

DIALECTIC JOURNAL REQUIREMENTS:
The dialectical journal is a system of note taking that involves the reader in the story. It will help you to read critically and encourage reflection on the reading.  The focus for the journal should be examining elements of style such as the use of dialect, specific diction, tone, and imagery.  Each of these elements is used for a particular effect, and you are meant to comment on what these intended effects are.  Feel free to use the following stems, or to create your own while writing.

· The author’s syntax moves from _____ to _____ to ______ revealing _____ about the passage.

· ____ rhetorical device is used to ______.

· The author’s purpose with this quote is to…

· The author’s organization begins with _____, moves to ______ and finally to _______ showing ____.

· The author uses strong diction here to…

· The details in this quote serve to …

· The author uses _________ point of view to …

· The author uses ________ figurative language to __________.

· The author uses _____ and ____ tones to…
· The author juxtaposes these two ideas to…
Below is the beginning to your first entry.  We have started the observation, and now it is your job to draw a conclusion. 
	Quote and Page Citation
	Your analysis of the quote’s stylistic significance.

	Ships at a distance have every man’s wish on board. For some they come in with the tide. For others they sail forever on the horizon, never out of sight, never landing until the Watcher turns his eyes away in resignation, his dreams mocked to death by Time. That is the life of men. Now, women forget all those things they don’t want to remember, and remember everything they don’t want to forget. The dream is the truth. Then they act and do things accordingly. (1)
	Hurston’s juxtaposition of the dreams of men in contrast to the dreams of women is signified by the movement from concrete imagery to abstractions.  She describes men’s dreams as cargo on a ship which is at the mercy of the tide, while women’s dreams are likened to memory, which can be controlled.  Her deliberate choice to contrast the way that men and women dream immediately raises the issue of differences of perception…


1. How would you characterize Hurston’s and Fitzgerald’s styles?  What is the effect of Hurston’s use of dialect for certain characters?  How does Fitzgerald create his characters’ personalities through dialogue?





2.  Compare the use of first person narration of the protagonist in Their Eyes Were Watching God to the use of first person narration of a secondary character in The Great Gatsby.  What is the effect of having Nick tell Gatsby’s story versus Janie telling her own?  Is Nick a reliable narrator?  Is Janie?





3.  How are women able to express power in each novel? 





4. Compare Fitzgerald’s and Hurston’s attitudes towards following one’s dreams.











