
Summer Reading Assignment

Name___________________________


11th Grade AP Language and American Literature




If you are taking the Non-AP 11th Grade Course, please complete the assignment for Into the Wild



Before returning to school, you will need to read The Great Gatsby to complete this assignment.  This organizer will guide your reading and prepare you for the quiz, discussions and related assignments.  You may use this packet for the quiz.  A hard copy is due on the first day of school.
Title: The Great Gatsby
Author: F. Scott Fitzgerald
Published: 1925
SECTION 1 – Explain each of the following terms in the context of the early 20th century.
	Flapper

	The Great War


	Women’s Suffrage

	Bootlegger


SECTION 2 Social and economic class play a significant role in The Great Gatsby. Tom Buchanan represents “old” money, a term that refers to families who have been wealthy for several generations. Jay Gatsby represents “new” money, a term that refers to individuals who acquire their fortunes within their lifetimes and spend it conspicuously. Tom’s and Gatsby’s behaviors and attitudes are suggestive of the conflicting values between “old” and “new” money.  
For each character, select three instances in which issues concerning his wealth and status arise. Provide a concrete detail (including page number) for each instance and commentary concerning what it suggests about the character. 
	Tom
	Concrete Details

1.

2.

3.


	What it suggests about his character

1.

2.

3.

	Gatsby
	Concrete Details

1.

2.

3.


	What it suggests about his character

1.

2.

3.


SECTION 3 Flashbacks are moments when the narration moves back to an earlier point in time. Identify three flashbacks and discuss how each flashback develops your understanding of Jay Gatsby.
	Flashback

1.
	Page Number
	How it develops Jay Gatsby

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	


SECTION 4 Accidents as Motif

Two cars are involved in the complex action in Chapter 7. List the events in chronological order, paying attention to details including the drivers of the two vehicles, the places they visit, and the significant events at each location. 
Looking at each of the car accidents in The Great Gatsby, note both 

a) who is involved, and

b) the cause of the accident.

Both events connect to Fitzgerald’s development of the idea of carelessness.  Using both accidents and 2-3 examples from the rest of the book, explain Fitzgerald’s commentary on how carelessness works in society.

SECTION 5 Party Comparisons

Over the course of the novel, the social interactions of the characters take on increasing significance.  The parties one throws and attends can reveal a great deal about an individual, especially if those parties are held up in contrast with one another.  Looking at the party thrown by Tom and Myrtle at their hideaway in New York, and the first lavish affair thrown by Gatsby which Nick attends, compare the character of the party and party-goers and draw conclusions about what each party reveals about its host(s).  Please remember to cite page #s.
	Guest descriptions
	Details describing the party (setting, events, impressions)
	Conclusions that can be drawn about the host(s)

	Tom and Myrtle’s Party

1.

2.

3.


	1.

2.

3.


	

	Gatsby’s First Party

1.

2.

3.


	1.

2.

3.
	


SECTION 6 Nick’s Character
	Characterization:  In a 7-10 sentence paragraph, explain how Nick has changed by the end of the novel.  Provide one concrete detail from the beginning of the novel and one from the end of the novel to support your explanation, embedding those concrete details in your response. 

Example: By the end of the novel, Huck declares that he “can’t stand” the idea of being adopted by Aunt Sally (324). 

Notice how the above quote is a fluent part of the sentence as a whole; it is not merely placed in the sentence awkwardly. 

	


Section 7 Thesis Statement

	Thesis Statement: In a complete sentence, explain what Fitzgerald suggests about materialism, the American Dream, or love. Remember that the thesis must contain both the topic and the author’s opinion about that topic. 

Example: In her novel To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee suggests that prejudice makes true justice impossible.   

In the above example of a thesis statement, the subject is underlined and the opinion is bolded for the purpose of illustration.




SECTION 8 Colors and Personality
Fitzgerald uses colors symbolically as indicators of personality in his characters.  Color can tell a careful reader much about who a character is, and what his or her personality is like.  Locate two places where color is used significantly to reveal or reinforce an idea about a character’s personality, and explain how color is used in context to give a reader a deeper understanding.
	Quotation(s) about color and character.
	Context within the novel where color is mentioned
	Explanation of what the use of color contributes to a reader’s knowledge of the character’s personality.

	
	
	


Section 9 Author’s Style 

In literature, an author writes in a particular style in order to convey meaning. Elements of style may include diction (word choice), syntax (sentence structure), or point of view, all of which establish the tone (attitude of the writer or narrator towards the subject). In the following space, record how Fitzgerald describes three important settings in the novel and how those choices affect the tone.

	Textual evidence (Concrete details) that describe a significant setting 
1.

	Commentary on how the stylistic choices affect the tone
1.  

	2.

	2.

	3.

	3.




SECTION 10 Evaluation
	Evaluation of the Work: In a 7-10 sentence paragraph, discuss whether or not we still have the same social and economic class issues that are explored in The Great Gatsby.
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