
Summer Reading Assignment



Name: ________________________
10th Grade

 




The House on Mango Street


Before returning to school next school year, you will need to read The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros and complete this assignment.  This organizer is intended to guide your reading and focus your thoughts in preparation for the discussions, summer reading quiz and writing assignments you will engage in when you return in September.

By carefully completing this assignment over the summer you will be prepared to discuss the story in the fall, to take a summer reading quiz and to write an in-class essay using your book and packet as the basis for your responses.

A hard copy of this packet must be submitted to your teacher on the first day of school.
SECTION 1: Setting 
Instructions: Esperanza’s reactions to her physical environment often reveal aspects of her character. Choose three large or small elements of Esperanza’s physical environment (e.g., houses, neighborhoods, city, school, trees, concrete, windows) and trace them as they repeat throughout the novel. In the first column, write the quotations (with their page numbers) that describe your selected elements. In the second column, write a short analysis that explores Esperanza’s reaction to the element.
	Physical Element One: ___________________
Concrete Detail and Page Number 

1. 

2. 

3.


	Please discuss Esperanza’s overall reaction to the element: 


	Physical Element Two: __________________
Concrete Detail and Page Number 

1. 

2. 

3.
	Please discuss Esperanza’s overall reaction to the element: 



	Physical Element Three: _________________
Concrete Detail and Page Number 

1. 

2. 

3.


	Please discuss Esperanza’s overall reaction to the element: 




SECTION 2: Female Characters

Please examine the similarities and differences between Esperanza and three other female characters in the book.  Aspects that a character shares with Esperanza (ways in which they are alike) should be written in the left-hand column; aspects that are unique to a character (ways in which the character is different from Esperanza) should be listed in the right-hand column.
	Character #1 Name  ________________________________________


	Aspects Shared with Esperanza


	Aspects Unique to this Character


	Character #2 Name  ________________________________________


	Aspects Shared with Esperanza

	Aspects Unique to this Character


	Character #3 Name  ________________________________________


	Aspects Shared with Esperanza


	Aspects Unique to this Character



SECTION 3: Theme
Theme is an author’s implied message to the reader. A theme is not stated directly; instead, a reader must infer the theme through what occurs in the novel. A theme is not the same as a topic, which can usually be expressed in a word or two such as “love,” “childhood,” or “death.” The theme is an opinion the writer wishes to express about that topic.  It can be expressed in at least one complete sentence that contains both the topic and the opinion about that topic. For example, the topic of a novel might be love, but the theme might be stated as “Love is more powerful than family loyalty.” In order to identify a theme in a novel, the reader has to think about all the elements of the work and use them to make an inference -- or educated guess -- based on details from the novel, concerning what the author is suggesting through the text about the topic.
Examples of Some Theme Topics
	Adaptability

Adventure

Ambition

Chance/fate/luck

Childhood

Children

Compassion

Confidence

Consideration

Courage

Courage/cowardice

Discontent/disillusionment

Diligence

Dreams/fantasies

Duty

Education/school

Endurance

Equality
Escape


	Exile

Faith/loss of faith

Family/ /commitment

Fear

Free will/will power

Freedom

Friendship Games/contests/sports

Gratitude 

Greed

Growing up

Guilt

Hate

Heart vs. reason

/innocence

Independence

Initiation

Initiative

Instinct
	Integrity

Journey (psychological or literal)

Justice

Law/justice

Loneliness/aloneness

Love

Loyalty

Patriotism

Peace 
Perseverance

Poverty

Prejudice

Pride

Privacy

Race relations

Reality
	Religion

Resistance/rebellion

Respect

Responsibility

Revenge/retribution

Ritual/ceremony

Scapegoat/victim

Search for identity

Self-actualization

Self-discipline

Self-improvement

Service

Truth

Unhappiness

Violence

War

Wealth


Identifying a Theme:  Select a significant topic that is addressed in the book. (See list above for ideas – you do not have to choose from the list, it is merely there to give you some ideas) Provide 3 quotations that address your topic and explain what each quotation suggests about your topic. 
Topic: _________________________________________________________________________
Please complete the graphic organizer on the next page.

	Quotation that addresses the topic
	Two sentences of commentary to explain what your quote reveals about the topic

	1.

Page Number: ______
	1.

2.



	2.

Page Number: ______
	1.

2.



	3.

Page Number: ______
	1.

2.




Thesis Statement: In a complete sentence, explain what the author is saying about this topic. Remember that the thesis must contain both the topic and the author’s opinion about that topic. 

Example: In his novel 1984, Orwell suggests that personal freedom is incompatible with a totalitarian government.   

(In the above example of a thesis statement, the subject is underlined and the opinion is bolded for the purpose of illustration.)

	Your Thesis Statement:



SECTION 4: Cisneros’ Style 
Cisneros writes in a style that can be considered prose (novel-like), but she also employs language devices frequently found in poetry. Re-read the chapter “My Name,” and find two examples of imagery, two examples of connotation, and two examples of repetition and list those in the left-hand column. In the right-hand column, discuss how each example creates a specific tone. 
	Concrete details of imagery
Imagery is language that appeals to the five senses (taste, touch, sight, sound, smell).

1. 

2.


	How these examples create a specific tone.  
1. 

2. 

	Concrete details of repetition
Repetition is when a word or phrase is repeated.

1.

2.


	How these example create a specific tone
1.

2. 

	Concrete details of connotation

Connotation is the associations that a word carries. 

1.

2.


	How these example create a specific tone

1. 
2.


Section 5: Perspective

Esperanza sees the world as both a naïve pre-teen and an insightful adult. Cite five (5) direct quotes that demonstrate Esperanza’s naïveté (innocent perspective) and five (5) events that demonstrate her insight (mature perspective). 

	Quotes demonstrating Esperanza’s naïveté 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.


	Quotes demonstrating Esperanza’s insight

1.

2.

3.

4.

5. 




SECTION 6: Final Analysis
Many novels address complex social issues related to topics such as housing, education, the environment, and health care, just to name a few. The House on Mango Street addresses numerous social issues. Select three (3) key social issues that are represented in the book and provide a brief explanation of where this issue is addressed in the story. 

	1.
2.

3.
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