
Math Textbook Parent Review  
 

Rating Scale: A = excellent  B = acceptable      C = weak         D = unacceptable 
 
Enter your ratings on the scanner sheet.  The scanner sheets are pre-coded with program 
information so check that you are using the correct sheet. 
Submit any additional comments by email at MathAdoption@bsd405.org  

  

 

Category I: Instructional Balance 
 

A balanced math program promotes problem solving and mathematical reasoning, 
conceptual understanding, and proficiency with algebraic and other procedural skills.  All 
three components are important; none is to be neglected or underemphasized. 
 

Students develop a robust understanding of mathematics and the ability to retrieve and 
apply it.  They develop conceptual understanding by making connections between 
mathematical ideas and processes.  The mathematics is derived from problem situations that 
are sufficiently simple to be manageable but complex enough to provide for diversity in 
approach.  Problem solving is a goal-related activity that involves applying skills, 
understandings, and experiences to resolve new, challenging, or perplexing mathematical 
situations.   Students learn to perform mathematical procedures quickly and accurately, 
with and without the aid of computational tools. 
 
 

1. Opportunities are present to master procedural skills.   A   B   C  D    
 

2. Opportunities are present to attain conceptual understanding.  A   B   C  D 
 

3. Opportunities are present for students to engage in problem solving. A   B   C  D  
 

4. There is an appropriate balance of skill development, conceptual  
understanding and mathematical processes.     A   B   C  D 

 

 
 

Category II: Student Experience 
 

Students are provided the opportunity to become mathematically sophisticated.  They 
develop meaning for mathematical concepts, make sense of problem situations, look for 
patterns in numerical and geometric situations, understand algebraic strategies and use 
them appropriately and efficiently.  Students are expected to be active participants in 
constructing their own understanding and to engage in mathematical discourse (verbal 
discussion and/or written communication of ideas).  The materials promote metacognition 
where students are expected to reflect on and evaluate their learning. 
 
 

5. The program is designed so that students are active learners.  A   B   C  D 
 

6.  The text contains relevant and worthwhile mathematical tasks.  A   B   C  D  
 

7. Program encourages students to engage in mathematical discourse 
and to communicate mathematical ideas.     A   B   C  D 

 

8. Program provides students with an opportunity to summarize and  
self-assess their learning.         A   B   C  D 
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Category III: Textbook & Program Design 
 

The program is structured with clear objectives. The text builds and supports mathematical 
vocabulary and develops the use of mathematical symbols.  Instructional materials 
incorporate calculators, computers and other manipulatives as tools for developing 
mathematical ideas.  Sufficient practice for students to achieve mastery of critical 
procedures is provided.  Embedded in the materials are assessment opportunities to identify 
pre-conceptions, inform instruction and allow students to evaluate their own understanding. 
 
 

9. The learning objectives are clear and measurable.    A   B   C  D    
 

10. The textbook provides sufficient practice problems.    A   B   C  D    
 

11. The text utilizes graphic elements that effectively communicate  
mathematical content and concepts in a visually organized manner.  A   B   C  D    

 

12. Mathematical concepts are connected and interwoven across strands. A   B   C  D    
 

13. The text builds and supports mathematical vocabulary and develops 
the use of mathematical symbols.      A   B   C  D   

 

 
 

Category IV: Equity & Access/Student Support 
 

The materials promote high expectations and strong support for all students.  Resources are 
provided to support struggling students including, but not limited to, English language 
learners and special education students.  The text contains features such as definitions of 
mathematical terms, example problems, and additional resources to provide students with 
help outside of the classroom.  Extension or enrichment materials are also provided for 
students in need of additional rigor and challenge.   
 

The content of the curriculum is appropriate, accurate and respectful of all groups (i.e. 
race, ethnicity, religion, age, culture, disabilities and gender) and has illustrations and text 
that are free from stereotypes. 
 
 

14. Materials provided for supporting struggling and special needs students. A   B   C  D    
 

15. Provides school-to-home and/or family connection components  
(including online resources).       A   B   C  D 

 

16. Examples are provided in the text.      A   B   C  D 
 

17. Contexts are culturally neutral.       A   B   C  D 
 

18. Mathematical terms are defined and/or a glossary is provided.   A   B   C  D 
 


